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FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, SA 

SUBJECT: LETTER TO THE SECRETARY FROM SENATOR CASE 

1 . ON FYI BASIS YOU SHOULD BE AWARE OF APRIL 21 LETTER 
FROM SENATOR CASE TO SECRETARY ON SAUDI INTENTIONS RE 
PURCHASE OF AIRCRAFT IN ADDITION TO 60 F-15S. TEXT 
FOLLOWS: QTE: REGARDING THE PROPOSED SALE OF F-15S TO 
SAUDI ARABIA, A STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN WAS QUOTED AS 
SAYING THAT THE UNITED STATES IS NOT AWARE THAT THE SAUDIS 
ARE PLANNING TO ACQUIRE ADVANCED AIRCRAFT BEYOND THE 
CURRENTLY PROPOSED 60 F-15S AND THAT THE US GOVERNMENT 
"HAS NO PLANS TO SELL ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT. 

"IN VIEW OF THE REMARKS OF AIR FORCE SECRETARY, JOHN 
STETSON, I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHETHER THERE HAVE BEEN DIS- 
CUSSIONS OF ANY KIND WITH THE SAUDIS REGARDING ADDITIONAL 
AIRCRAFT. IF THERE HAS BEEN, WHAT ASSURANCES ARE THERE 
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THAT THE SAUDIS WILL NOT EVENTUALLY REQUEST ADDITIONAL 
PLANES? 

'ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS RECENTLY HAVE SAID THAT THE 
FRENCH AT ONE TIME THOUGHT THEY WERE CLOSE TO OBTAINING A 
LETTER OF INTENT FROM THE SAUDIS TO BUY NEW FRENCH MIRAGES. 

1 WOULD APPRECIATE KNOWING THE TIME FRAME OF THESE 
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FRENCH-SAUDI DISCUSSIONS AND IF IT IS KNOWN HOW MANY 
PLANES WERE DISCUSSED. IF THE F-15 SALE IS APPROVED, WHAT 
ASSURANCES ARE THERE THAT THE SAUDIS MAY NOT BUY FRENCH 
AIRCRAFT ANYWAY, EITHER TO BE FLOWN BY THEMSELVES OR 
OTHER PILOTS FOR THEIR OWN AIR FORCE OR OTHER ARAB AIR 
FORCES? HOW MANY AIRCRAFT IS SAUDI ARABIA HELPING TO 
PURCHASE FOR OTHER NATIONS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND WHAT IS 
THE STATUS OF DISCUSSIONS ON FUTURE POSSIBLE SALES, 

PARTICULARLY WITH THE FRENCH AND BRITISH? 

"ALSO, I WOULD LIKE TO KNOW IF THERE ARE ANY CONTRACTUAL 
INHIBITIONS AGAINST THE USE OF PLANES FINANCED BY THE 
SAUDIS FOR 0;HER AIR FORCES FOR THE DEFENSE OF SAUDI 
ARABIA ITSELF." VANCE 
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